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33.-BEAY) IN TXIE SAINT JOBN’B B I V E R ,  FLORIDA. 
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B y  W. DEMPSEY. 

I began fishing in the Saint John’s River in 1865. Then there were 
from 7 t o  10 nets fished along the river, with from 1,600 to 2,500 fathoms 
of twine. Nom, from Jacksonville to Saint John’s, there are 100 nets, 
with about 280,000 fathoms of twine. Ono hundred boats are also used, 
employing 200 men, vhile probably 30 more are engaged in handling 

The figures here given will serve to give some idea of the catch, which 
was a good one this winter, at  the town of New Berlin ; but beside the 
shad I handled, there were small amounts caught by G other nets fished 
from this place, and a few nets mere fished by small boys. The follow- 
ing table shows the number of nets used (whose catch I handled) per 
day, the daily catch of shad, and the average number of shad taken per 
net during each of  the four months of the season, which here begins on 
December 1 and ends on March 31 : 

, the fish. 

Shad taken at New Berlin during t7~e  8eason 04 1885-’86. 
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NEW BERLIN, PLA., April 13, 1886. 




